
As I Enter 2.23.2015 

• Finish this statement in your notes: 

• You know you are in a city when…. 

• Put a + next to positive attributes 

 

• Agenda: 

• Schedule for the week 

• Today – Notes 

• Tomorrow – Readings on Urbanization – You choose! 

• Wednesday – Pruitt – Igoe  

• Thursday – Models Quiz.2, Finish Documentary 

• Notes on Cities! 

 



 
Urban 
Patterns 
 

Chapter 13  



City – a conglomeration of people and buildings 
clustered together to serve as a center of politics, 
culture, and economics. 

Urban-The buildup of the central city and the suburban 
realm – the city and the surrounding environs 
connected to the city. 



20th Century-the Urban Century 

• 1900-  

• only 13 cities had 1 million 
people 

• 1999-  

• about 362 cities had 1 
million 

• By 2025- 

• 650 cities of 1 million or 
more 

• Sometime in 21st cent.  

• The world will become 
mostly urban 

City is a relative term… 



Urban Definitions 
• Urban-a general term for 

towns, cities and 
suburban areas 

• City-nucleated settlement 
with many functions and 
a central business district 

• Town-smaller than a city-
less complex 

• Suburb-subsidiary area 
that is exclusively 
residential, commercial or 
industrial-not self 
sufficient. 



Urban Definitions 
• Central City- 
• main city around which 

suburbs have grown 

• Chicago 

• Urbanized area- 
• continuously built up area with 

buildings & population density 
with no reference to political 
boundaries 
• Chicagoland 

• Metropolitan area- 
• a large scale functional entity 

containing several urbanized 
areas that are integrated as an 
economic whole 



Defining Urbanization 

• MSA – metropolitan statistical area 

– 50,000> major population center/city 

– 100,000 if no major city – near by 

• Two types of counties in the U.S. 

– metropolitan, non-metropolitan 

– Over 3,000 counties in the U.S. 

– 350 + are MSAs 
 



Attributes of Cities 

• Centers of: 
•  political power 

• industrial power 

• technology 

• A market place for goods 

• Specialization in products 
and services 

• Services of all types 

• Medical advances  

• Cultural and Artistic 
pursuits 

• Centers of education and 
research 

• Entertainment of all types 

 
 



Where are Cities located? 

• Strategic spots 

– Ports 

– River locations 

– Break-of-bulk points 

 

 



Five Hearths of Urbanization – where it 

began!  

In each of these hearths, an agricultural surplus and social 
stratification created the conditions necessary for cities 

to form and be maintained.  



•Urban Geographers look at: 
• How cities are arranged 

• What cities look like 

• Transport & communications 

• Why people move from place to place within the city 

•Hinterland: the surrounding service area 
of a city that includes smaller villages and 
hamlets 

•Centrality: the economic power or draw 
of a place compared to its competition 



• Hamlet-small collection of houses-may have services. 

• Village-several dozen services-stores, gas stations and 
so forth 

• Town-larger than a village-higher level of 
specialization-banks, schools, libraries, specialized 
stores-furniture, appliances, hardware, etc. 

• City-more functional specialization-larger hinterland, 
greater centrality, well defined CBD and suburbs 

• Metropolis or Metropolitan area-urban area larger 
than a city 

• Megalopolis or Conurbation-when large metropolises 
coalesce into a megacity, e.g. Boston to New York. 
Milwaukee to Pittsburg 



 



Site and Situation - Review 

Site 

 * absolute location       
 of a city 

 * a city’s static 
 location, often 
 chosen for trade, 
 defense, or  
 religion.  

Situation 

 * relative location 
 of a city 

 * a city’s place in 
 the region and  
 the world 
 around it. 



Suburbanization 

• Development of the automobile 
• Acceptance of 40-hour work week 
• Federal Housing Administration established 

• Guaranteed creditors security of mortgage loans 
• Veterans benefits  
• “baby boom” – demand for housing exploded 1950-1970 

• Interstate Highway system  
• Late 1950s to 1996 
• Assembly-line, fordism 
• By end of 1930s, a national network of paved roads   

 



Annexation 
 

 



Chicago 

• situational 
advantage- 

• Great Lakes & 
Mississippi 
water complex 
junction; & air 
route junction; 
major natural 
resource 
hinterland 



• Guangdong 
Province-southern 
China; city of 
Shenzen- 
• 3 million, 30 yrs ago 

only 20,000 

• Urban situation-
proximity to Hong 
Kong & status as 
Special Economic 
Zone 

• Its relative location 
has enabled it to 
benefit from trade 
& commerce 



Shenzhen changed from a fishing village to a major metropolitan area in just 25 years. 

25 years ago, all of this land was duck ponds and rice paddies. 

Shenzhen, China 



Modern Urbanization 

Highest level of Urbanization-Western Europe, North 
America, Japan & Australia 

Former Soviet Union- 

 Russia-73%, Ukraine-70%, Transcaucasus-55%, Central Asia-
28% 

South America- 

 cone of Argentina, Chile & Uruguay-highest urbanization-next 
Brazil & Venezuela, Paraguay, Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname & 
French Guiana lag behind. 

Sub-Saharan Africa- 

 some of the world’s lowest urbanization rates-Nigeria-16%, 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi & Uganda are even lower. Tropical 
Africa-only a few nations that are 40% or higher-South Africa-
57% due to mining and industry. 



 Modern Urbanization  

Southwest Asia-North Africa-great variety of urbanization. 

Much of Middle East, esp. Arabian Peninsula are highly urbanized due 

to nucleation of the oil industry. 

 

Jordan an exception-no oil wealth-but urban due to long tradition 

 

Southern Arabia is oil poor and rural 

 

Contrast-oil rich Libya is urban - oil poor Afghanistan is rural 



Modern Urbanization  

• South Asia-low in 
urbanization, despite huge 
cities like Mumbai and 
Calcutta 

• Most nations in South Asia 
are under 30% urban 

 

• India-26% 

• Pakistan-28% 

• Bangladesh-16% 

 

Subsistence farming  

dominates life here 



Modern Urbanization  

Southeast Asia- Singapore is the only 100% urban state 

Brunei & Malaysia are the only other nations with over 50% urban  

Indonesia-31% 

Myanmar-25% 

Vietnam-20% 

Thailand-19% 

Subsistence farming  

dominates life here 



Modern Urbanization  

East Asia- Averages 36%  

Only Japan, South Korea and Taiwan are highly 
urbanized in  

East Asia  

China below-25% 

Yet Shanghai & Beijing 

Have 25 million between 

Them, however most of  

China’s 1.2 b. are rural 



Great Cities (Megalopolis) 

• North America-several megalopolitan regions: Boston-Washington, 
DC (BOS-WASH Corridor) 
• Chicago-Detroit-Pittsburgh 

• San Francisco-Los Angeles-San Diego 

• Montreal-Toronto-Windsor 

• Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach 

 

• Europe: 
• London-20 m. in Metro area 

• Germany-Ruhr, Rhine zone of Dusseldorf-Essen & Cologne 

• Poland-Saxony & Silesia 

• Also Moscow, St. Petersburg & Madrid-not yet multi cities, but growing 







Urban Problems 

• Zoning laws are lacking in 
many poor countries 

• Squatters occupy any 
open space on the 
outskirts of the city 

• Sharp contrast between 
fancy hotels of downtown 
and slums on outskirts 

• Cairo for example-paved 
streets give way to dusty 
alleys, tenements, traffic, 
garbage & 12.5 m. people 
bursting at the seams 

What do you see? 



Shanty town of Belem, Brazil 



• Many cities in 
developing nations are 
growing at a rapid rate 
with many new arrivals 
each day. 

• Unofficial suburbs such 
as this favela of Rio de 
Janeiro are poor and 
often lack basic 
services. (Disamenity 
sector) 

• Clinging to a hillside, 
this neighborhood often 
suffers fatal landslides 
during heavy rains. 





Urban Function 

• Every city or town has an economic base. 

• Basic sector-workers who produce goods for export 
or local consumption 

• Non Basic sector or Service sector-workers who 
maintain the city, work in offices and provide 
services for others 

 

• Most large cities have a ratio of 1 basic to 2 non-
basic  

• Multiplier Effect-if a business adds 50 
manufacturing jobs-another 100 non-basic workers 
will be added to the work force 

 



Central Business District 

• Downtown-the core of 
the city with high-rise 
skyscrapers, heavy traffic, 
production, education, 
services etc. 

• The CBD is the urban area 
of commercial & industrial 
zones within a ring of 
residential areas. 

 

Chicago – 

became 

segregated 

with rings of 

rising 

affluence 



Bid Rent 
• The price paid to rent or purchase urban land is a 

reflection of its utility or usefulness. 

• Utility is a product of accessibility to customers & 
workers or for residents to jobs and amenities. 



Modeling the North American City 

• Concentric zone model (Ernest Burgess) 

• Sector model (Homer Hoyt) 

• Multiple Nuclei Model  
 (Chauncy Harris and Edward Ullman) 



Classic Models of Urban Structure 

• Ernest Burgess-1925 
Concentric Zone Model 
based on studies of 
Chicago. 

• CBD-financial, retail, 
theater, museums etc. 

• Transition to residential 
with deterioration-some 
light industry 

• Blue collar labor housing 

• Middle class residential 

• Suburban ring  

 



Classic Models of Urban Structure 

• Homer Hoyt-1939 Sector 
Model based on studies 
of 142 US cities. 

• Pie-shaped wedges 
created by Hoyt 
compensated for the 
drawbacks of the Ring 
Model 

• Low Rent areas & High 
Rent areas could extend 
to the outer edge 

• Transportation and 
industrial zones 
accounted for the 
sectors 

 



 



• Chauncy Harris & Edward Ullman Multiple Nuclei  
Sector Model 1945 showed that CBD is not the sole 
force in creating land-use patterns. 

• They said that Concentric Rings & Pie-shaped models 
had drawbacks as CBDs were losing dominance 

• Subsidiary and competing CBDs developed (Edge Cities) 

• Suburbanization accelerated the change with shopping 
malls and mass transit 





Making Cities in the Global Core 

• Redlining – financial institutions refusing to lend money in certain 
neighborhoods. 

 

• Blockbusting – realtors purposefully sell a home at a low price to 
an African American and then solicit white residents to sell their 
homes at low prices, to generate “white flight.” 



Problems in Urban America 

• 200 years ago only 5% of world was urbanized 

• Today about 50% is urban 

• Germany, Spain & Belgium are over 90% urban 

 

• World wide urban problems are: 

• Pollution 

• poor sanitation 

• drugs and crime 

• congestion and noise 

• substandard housing & slums 
 



Problems in Urban America 

• With urban sprawl and 
expanding suburbs-inner 
city shrinks 

• CBD is often reduced to 
serving just the inner 
metro area 

• As basic sector jobs leave-
large cities have shifted to 
service industries 

• Loss of tax base as 
businesses, industries and 
services leave 

• Urban decay results 



Problems in Urban America 

• New York City a good 
example: 

• 3 million people plus uncounted 
illegals crowd into 75 to 100 
year old apartment buildings 

• Many buildings are worn out, rat 
& roach infested with high crime 
rates, vandalism and cases of 
spouse & child abuse 

• Yet despite the problems 
there is a sense of community 
that may be lost if the 
neighborhood is torn down 

 



Problems in Urban America 

• Public Housing – 

• Reserved for low income households 

• Pay 30% of income for rent 

• Housing authority (CHA) manages 
building, Government pays for 
construction etc. 

• CHA Projects 

• 7 Most Infamous Projects 

• Cabrini Green 

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/3712.html
http://newsone.com/1555245/most-infamous-public-housing-projects/
http://content.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,2034317_2215123,00.html


• Cabrini Green 

• History of Cabrini Green 

• CHA Projects by a Student 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTzVhwiaCww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlTfR74Xk2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frg6gY6qXxI


• Deglomeration- 

• As  globalization and improved communication and 
transportation have developed-many businesses leave 
the high costs of downtown  

• it is no longer an advantage to cluster with other 
similar businesses-the results are rustbelt cities with 
urban decay, loss of tax revenue and abandoned 
property 



Making Cities in the Global Core 

• Gentrification – individuals buy up and rehabilitate houses, raising 
the housing value in the neighborhood and changing the 
neighborhood. 

 

• Commercialization – city governments transform a central city to 
attract residents and tourists. The newly commercialized 
downtowns often are a stark contrast to the rest of the central city. 

 

• Youthification – The process by which young people move into 
decaying older area and revitalize it. 



Gentrification or Revitalization 

• Economic policy- 

• tax incentives (TIFS) 
encourage the 
redevelopment of inner 
cities where land is cheaper 
than the expensive suburbs. 

• Sense of place- 

• historic landmarks and 
amenities of the city such as 
markets, museums and 
galleries ( e.g. Millennium 
Park, Navy Pier etc. 

Chicago’s Navy Pier 



Urban decay in 

Washington, 

D.C. 

Uptown neighborhood 

in Chicago-abandoned  

apartment buildings; 

an area that is primed 

for gentrification 





Notice 

where 

Lakeview 

is... 



Tear-downs – houses that new owners buy with the 
intention of tearing it down to build a much larger home. 
McMansions – large homes, often built to the outer limits 
of the lot. They are called McMansions because of their 
super size and their similar look. 
 

Hinsdale, Illinois (25% of houses have been torn down in last 20 years). 



McMansions in 
the H-F District 

•A teardown in 
Flossmoor 
finished in 2007 



Urban Sprawl 
Unrestricted growth of housing, commercial 

developments, and roads over large expanses of land, 

with little concern for urban planning. 

 

 

Chicago, IL 





Edge Cities 
 Suburban 

downtowns, often 
located near key 
freeway intersections, 
often with: 

 - office complexes 

 - shopping centers 

 - hotels 

 - restaurants  

 - entertainment 
 facilities 

 - sports complexes 



Non-American Cities… 

 



The Ibero-American City 

• Latin American cities are 
growing rapidly-1950= 
41% urban, 1997 74% 
urban 

• CBD dominates the 
center with 2 main 
divisions-traditional 
market and modern high 
rises 

• A commercial spine and 
axis of business is 
surrounded by elite 
residential housing   

  
Griffin-Ford model 



The Ibero-American City 
• The spine is an extension 

of the CBD with offices, 
shops, high class housing, 
restaurants, theaters, & 
parks 

• Zone of Maturity-Middle 
class housing 2nd best 

• Zone of In Situ Accretion-
high pop. Density of 
modest housing 

• Periphery-Periferico-high 
density shanty towns of 
extreme poverty and no 
services (favelas) 



The African City 

• African cities often have 3 
CBDs=Colonial, Traditional 
and Periodic Market Zone 

• Sub-Saharan Africa is the 
least urbanized area of the 
world, but the most rapidly 
urbanizing 

• No large cities to match 
Cairo-Kinshasa, Nairobi, 
Harare, Dakar, Abidjan 
were established by 
Europeans  

de Blij model 



The African City 
• No large cities to match Cairo-Kinshasa, Nairobi, 

Harare, Dakar, Abidjan were established by Europeans  

• South African cities-Johannesburg, Cape Town & 
Durbin are western cities with elements of European 
and American models-high rise CBDs and sprawling 
suburbs 



The End 


